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academic point of view, have led to harassing and unpractical obser-
vances. The progress and prosperity of the Parsis are not a little
indebted to their religion, which enjoins righteousness in thought, word
and deed, vigorous activity of body and mind, a hatred of asceticism,
purity of conduct, cleanliness of habits, stern punishment and suppres-
sion of all evil-doers, love of all mankind, and chanty without distinction
of caste or creed.

It will be easily seen that the danger of this attitude is the
emphasis on the negative. Reforming Parsis are so busy
denying and denouncing that they have difficulty in assertion.
The every simple creed' to which they reduce their religious
belief is always liable to be curtailed. A traveller with empty
pockets, says Horace, will sing when he passes the highway-
man. But these pockets are not yet empty. Their treasure
includes a real albeit cold Theism, and a belief in an
ethical doctrine of immortality. These great fundamentals
are eminently in accord with reason, but reason alone will
never establish them. The materialist philosophers of the
last generation but one, who are still quoted in India as repre-
sentative authorities by both friends and foes of Western
thought, would ruthlessly pick the traveller's pocket of even
these * reasonable' possessions ; and a creed which aims at
satisfying the intellect, but pays insufficient attention to the
needs of the heart, is very imperfectly armed against such
depredators. So prominent a reformer as the late K. R. Cama,
one of the most learned of Parsis, and a layman, is said to
have taken a completely agnostic position. There are not
wanting men of real spirituality in the movement; but viewed
broadly it cannot be said that Reform has discovered much
that appeals to spiritual craving. It is natural to compare it
with the great movement that holds by the ' Reformation' in
Christendom. Every student of Church history knows that
if the Reformation had been even mainly a protest against the
errors of Rome, it would not have survived its first impulse: it
lives because of its * protest' in the historical sense, the glad
affirmation of great positive principles of religious life, Parsi